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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 7619 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, LY, IS, NI, OAU 

SUB J : LIBYAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ARRIVES IN 
LAGOS FOR TALKS WITH FMG 

SUMMARY: LIBYAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER LED FOUR-MAN TEAM 
TO LAGOS IN WHAT APPEARS BE LESS-THAN-SUBTLE EFFORT INFLUENCE 
NEW NIGERIAN REGIME, HEADED BY MUSLIM, TO ADOPT MORE PRO- 
ARAB STANCE IN OAU AND ON MIDDLE EAST ISSUES. HIS BLANDISH 
MENTS LIKELY TO BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, BUT SITUATION BEARS 
WATCHING . END SUMMARY 

1. DR. ALY TREKI, LIBYAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER. ARRIVED 
LAGOS LAST NIGHT AS HEAD FOUR-MAN TEAM FOR TALKS WITH NEW 
OFFICIALS FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT (FMG). IN AIRPORT 
NEWS CONFERENCE ON ARRIVAL, TREKI TOLD REPORTERS LIBYA EAGER 
TO CONSOLIDATE FRIENLY RELATIONS WITH THE NEW NIGERIAN LEADERS. 
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(COMMENT: LIBYA WAS FIRST NATION RECOGNIZE NEW REGIME FOLLOWING 
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LAST WEEK'S COUP AND HAS NOW BECOME FIRST SEND OFFICIAL 
DELEGATION TEST THE WATERS.) 

2. TREKI, CLEARLY HOPEFUL THAT NEW REGIME HERE WILL BE MORE 
INCLINED SUPPORT ARAB AND REVOLUTIONARY CAUSES. WAS QUOTED BY 
"NEWJFIGECQIAN" AS HAVING REFERRED TO FMG AS ENTIRE NEW BREED 
WHICH WOULD APPROACH AFRICA'S ISSUES WITH REVOLUTIONARY 
MEASURES. TREKI EXPRESSED ARAB AND LIBYAN DISAPPOINTMENT WITH 
FORMER HEAD OF STATE GENERAL GOWON, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS 
INDECISIVE AND LUKEWARM ON MANY AFRICAN ISSUES, ADDING THAT 
PEOPLE WERE DISAPPOINTED WITH GOWON'S "UNFORTUNATE SPEECH 

TO KAMPAL S OAU SUMMIT GENERAL GOWON S SOFT APPROACH TO 

MOST OF THE AFRICAN MATTERS HAVE ONLY SUCCEEDED IN HELPING THE 
IMPERIALISTS TO GAIN MOR GROUND IN THEIR NEO-COLONIALIST MOVES." 

3. TREKI LAUNCHED INTO ATTACK ON THOSE AFRICAN STATES (SPECIF- 
ICALLY NAMING NIGER) WHICH PERMITTED AIR LINKS WITHSOUTH AFRICA, 
SUGGESTING THAT HAD LIBYA'S REFUSAL LANDING RIGHTS AIRCRAFT BOUND 
FOR SOUTH AFRICA BEEN EMULATED BY OTHERS, IT COULD 

HAVE LED TO COLLAPSERACIST REGIMES IN AFRICA. 

4. THEN, HAVING MENTIONED LIBYAN SUPPORT FOR AFRICAN LIBERATION, 
CONDEMNATION RACISM IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND PUTTING GOL ON 
RECORD AS OPPOSED IMPERIALISM AND NEW-COLONIALIS. TREKI MADE 

HIS REAL POINT. SUGGESTING THAT IF OAU MEMBERS WERE TO DEMONSTRATE 
REAL SOLIDARITY FOR THE ARABS. THEN THEY MUST REGARD "...ISRAEL 
AS A RACIST REGIME THAT MUST BE WIPED OUT LIKE SOUTH AFRICA." 

5. COMMENT: TREKI IS COMING ON PRETTY HARD AND MAY ANNOY RATHER 
THAN INFLUENCE NIGERIANS. NIGERIANS NATT IR ALT .YST JSPICIOI IS OF 
BLANDISHMENT OF FOREIGNERS, BE THEY AFRICAN OR NON- AFRICAN, 

AND MY NOT TAKE KINDLY TO TREKI'S HARSH WORDS ABOUT GOWON. 

THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE TENDENCY TO KICK THE GENERAL NOW THAT HE 
IS DOWN, AND FOREIGNERS WHO VENTURE A FEW KICKS MAY FIND THEM- 
SLVES MOST UNAPPRECIATED, ESPECIALLY WITHIN NIGERIAN FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS BUREAUCRACY, WHICH SUPPORTED GOWON ON OAU AND MIDDLE 
EAST ISSUES. LIBYANS CLEARLY ARE HOPEFUL THAT NEW NIGERIAN 
REGIME WILL BE MORE INCLINED SUPPORT ARAB CAUSES AND LIBYAN 
POSITIONS IN OAU AND OPEC THAN WAS GOWON ADMINISTRATION WHICH, 
DESPITE PRESSURES RESSTED ATTEMPTS PUT NIGERIA OFFICIALLY 
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IN ISLAMIC CAMP. (LAGOS 6686 NOTAL). LIBYA'S RAPID RECOGNITION 
NEW REGIME AND ARRIVAL TREKI DELEGATION SEEM RELATED TO NIGERIA'S 
NEW HEAD OF STATE. BRIGADIER MURTALA RAMAT MUHAMMED, WHO IS 
MUSLIM. LIBYANS MAY HOPE PERSUADE CO-RELIGIONIST THAT PAST 
POLICIES WERE MISTAKEN. 

6. DESPITE MUSLIM FAITH OF NEW LEADER. HOWEVER. WE WOULD POINT 
OUT THAT NIGERIANS ARE PRAGMATIC. THERE IS RECOGNITION HERE OF 
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NEED FOR OIL REVENUES TO FINANCE AMBITIONS FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN. TOO, NIGERIANS AWARE THAT ARAB QUID FOR AFRICAN BREAK 
WITH ISRAEL TWO YEARS AGO HAS NOT RPT NOT BEEN PARTICULARLY 
FORTHCOMING OR GENEROUS. 

7. AT SAME TIME, WE CANNOT BE COMPLETELY SANGUINE. MUHAMMED'S 
TEMPERAMENT, (LAGOS 7244 ) ULUS GROWING INDICATION OF HEAVY 
TRADITIONAL NORTHERN AND MUSLIM INFLUENCE IN NEW REGIME, BEAR 
WATCHING. IF THERE IS TO BE SOME MOVE IN ARAB DIRECTION, 

IT LIKELY BE REFLECTED IN FIRST INSTANE BY LESS ACTIVE ROLE 
IN OPPOSING RADICAL ARAB MOVES IN INTERNATIONAL FORA AND A 
MORE SYMPATHETIC PUBLIC LINE TOWARD ARAB CAUSE IN 
MIDDLE EAST. 

CRSOBY 
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